SO GREAT SALVATION

Hebrews 2:1-4; 2 Corinthians 6:1,2

Looking at this subject of salvation from any angle cannot but convince us of its greatness -- planned by the Father, executed by the Son, made a reality in our life by the Holy Ghost. The Godhead is bound up with the implementation of it.

Examining the nature of salvation (by grace), the provision of salvation (by the blood), the means of salvation (by faith) and other things connected with the salvation experience (such as atonement, substitution, propitiation, expiation, propitiation, etc.) will always fill us with awe at the marvellous greatness of our salvation. Decomposing the experience into all its component parts (such as redemption, regeneration, justification, conversion, adoption, translation, etc.) will not cease to amaze us at the complex but rich variety of the experience.

What a great privilege to be a partaker of this so great salvation. May the Lord help us to cherish it and safeguard it jealously.

EMPHATIC PRIORITY OF SPIRITUAL RECEPTIVITY

Deuteronomy 4:9; 6:10-12; 8:11,18; 1 Timothy 4:6; 2 Peter 1:12-14; 3:1,2; 1 Corinthians 4:17; Matthew 13:23; Luke 10:39; Acts 2:41; 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:13.

There is the possibility of forgetting important spiritual truths. Therefore the scriptures time and again enjoin us to remember (Deuteronomy 4:9; 6:10-12; 8:11,18).

There is also the possibility of trifling with great spiritual truths, handling them with an attitude of indifference and nonchalance. The ultimate result is that these great truths will cease to matter to us until they are relegated to the rubbish heap of our memories. Hence the scriptures enjoins us to therefore give the more earnest heed to the things which we have heard in order to prevent them from slipping away from us. This is our personal responsibility, God will not do that for us.

A good gospel minister can also help towards the fulfilment of this great responsibility by reminding the people of these great truths from time to time (1 Timothy 4:6; 2 Peter 1:12-14; 3:1,2; 1 Corinthians 4:17).

Are you giving earnest heed to the things which you have heard or are you allowing them to slip? Which truths are becoming forgotten truths in your life? Examine yourself.

ENLIGHTENING PRECEDENCE OF SPIRITUAL RETRIBUTION

Hebrews 2:2; 10:28; Acts 7:38,53; Galatians 3:19; Proverbs 11:21; Numbers 32:23; Ezekiel 3:18; Romans 6:23.

History provides us with tremendous lessons and wisdom. “Those who do not know history are doomed to repeat its mistakes. The greatest lesson that we learn from history is that men do not learn from history” said George Santayana an American philosopher.

The children of Israel received the Law by the disposition of angels (Acts 7:38,53; Galatians 3:19; Hebrews 2:2) and the word spoken by those angels was steadfast. Those who transgressed the Law and were disobedient to the precepts of the Law were duly punished. This is history. This history points us to the actions and workings of God in the past and we can extrapolate from it the principles that will underlie God’s action in the future. The enlightening precedence that we find in the scriptures is that sin was always punished. The sinner will not go unpunished (Proverbs 11:21; Numbers 32:23; Ezekiel 3:18).

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT FOR THE STEADFASTLY REBELLIOUS

Hebrews 10:28-31; 12:25; Proverbs 11:21; 16:5; 19:5; Jeremiah 11:11; Amos 5:18,19; 9:2; Romans 6:23; 2:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; Psalm 9:17; Revelation 21:8.

If the word spoken by angels was steadfast, how much more the word spoken by the Lord Himself? (Hebrews 10:28-31).

This word has also been confirmed unto us by those who heard Him like Peter, John etc. In the mouth of two or three witnesses every word is to be confirmed according to scriptural principles (Numbers 35:30; Deuteronomy 17:6; 19:15; Matthew 18:16; 2 Corinthians 13:1; 1 Timothy 5:19; Hebrews 10:28). The early apostles were eye witnesses of His majesty and they have given us their witness, we have no excuse (2 Peter 1:16-18).

What was this word that was spoken? “So great salvation”. It was the word of repentance and faith (Mark 1:14,15; Luke 24:46-48; Acts 3:19; 17:30; 26:20).

History tells us that those who disobeyed the word of angels were punished. What then do we think will happen to those who disobey or neglect the word of Him who is greater than angels? This is why the scriptures puts it like this: “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation”. The definite answer is that there can be no escape. There will be eternal punishment for the sinful, rebellious, disobedient, transgressor (Proverbs 11:21; 16:5; 19:5; Jeremiah 11:11; Amos 5:18,19; 9:2; Romans 6:23; 2:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; Hebrews 12:25; Psalm 9:17; Revelation 21:8).

ENRICHING PANORAMA OF SALVATION RECEIVED

Romans 5:1; 6:23; 8:1,2,13-16; 2 Corinthians 5:17; Galatians 4:5; Colossians 1:13; Mark 1:14,15; Ephesians 2:8,9.

The apostle termed the salvation we receive in Christ “So great salvation”, why? Examining the expanse and the breadth of this rich experience cannot but make us also to call it the same. Here we have the relationship of offender/Judge in justification, slave/redeemer or captive/Deliverer in redemption, son/Father in adoption, subject/King in translation. The experience is multivariate and kaleidoscopic. A brief review of what we have gone through reveals the extent of this great salvation experience in Christ:

· Justification: Divine Acquittal from the Righteous Judge

· Regeneration: The Newness of a Recreated Heart

· Conversion: Man’s Response to God’s Offer

· Adoption: Becoming Members of God’s Family

· Redemption: Divine Purchase from Sin’s Slave Market

· Translation: New Master, Kingdom & Privileges

What an enriching panorama of spiritual experience. So great a salvation indeed.

EARNEST PLEA TO THE SLUGGISH RESPONDER

2 Corinthians 6:1,2; 1 Kings 18:21; Luke 13:24; Jeremiah 8:20; Psalm 32:6; 69:13; 95:7-11; Isaiah 49:8; 55:6,7.

Despite all the preaching, exposition, entreaty, some have been slow to respond to the call to salvation. We beseech you not to hear this word in vain, don’t receive the grace of God in vain. Allow the word to work in your life and lead you to the salvation experience in Christ.

Now is the accepted time, now is the day of salvation. Tomorrow may be too late. Those who refuse this opportunity may come to regret and lament like the people of Jeremiah’s time who said: “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved” (Jeremiah 8:20). 

There is no need to halt between two opinions. There is no basis for hesitating in the pews of unbelief and scepticism (1 Kings 18:21), seek the Lord while He may still be found before the door of grace is closed (Luke 13:24-27; Isaiah 55:6,7).
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