CHRIST: OUR GOD-APPOINTED SUBSTITUTE

God has stipulated that the soul that sins shall die (Genesis 2:17; Ezekiel 18:4). God in His justice cannot overrule this. However, in His mercy and compassion provided a way out of the dilemma. He provided an innocent substitute to die in our place thereby meeting the demands of His justice and righteousness.
To reject the offer of a substitute is to be prepared to bear the full responsibility for our sins and to be ready to bear the full weight of God’s wrath and judgement.
As God provided the ram as a substitute for Isaac, so also has God appointed Christ as a substitute for us. Will you accept the offer and appropriate the provision today?
SUBSTITUTE FOR THE PROMISED SON

Genesis 22:1-3,10-13; Hebrews 11:17-19; 2:9; 10:10; Galatians 1:4; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:21; 3:18; 4:1;
Isaac was Abraham’s promised son through whom the world was to be blessed (Genesis 17:18-21; Hebrews 11:17-19).

When God told Abraham to go and sacrifice his son, Isaac, Abraham responded with prompt and unquestioning obedience (Genesis 22:1-3; Hebrews 11:17-19).
However God provided a lamb caught in a thicket as a substitute sacrifice. The lamb bore Isaac’s place and suffered in his place (Genesis 22:10-13). This is the doctrine of substitution by example.
It looks as if the ram was caught in the thicket by accident. However, it was no accident. It was there by divine providence.

	Coincidences are God’s ways of staying anonymous.

Coincidences are many times God’s appointments.


As the ram became a substitute for Isaac, to spare his life, so Christ became a substitute for all men, tasting death for us, dying in our place so that we might be free from condemnation and eternal perdition (Galatians 1:4; 1 Corinthians 15:3; 1 Peter 2:21; 3:18; 4:1; Hebrews 10:10).
This is a type of Christ suffering in our place. He offered Himself a substitute to take our place (Hebrews 2:9). He took upon Himself the death of the cross. He spared us the pain, the shame and the eternal damnation. Just as the lamb was the substitute for the promised son Isaac, Christ the Lamb of God is the substitute for us who by Christ’s death have become God’s children.

SHADOW OF THE PROMISED SUBSTITUTE

Leviticus 17:11; 16:1-34; Hebrews 11:17-19; 9:28; 10:1,4,19,20; John 1:29; 1 Peter 2:24; 
The children of Israel were used to the concept of the atonement. They offered unblemished animals upon the altar in sacrifice and used the blood to atone for their sins. The life of the flesh is in the blood and God gave it upon the altar to make an atonement for the soul (Leviticus 17:11).
The concept was carried to its ultimate and climax on the Day of Atonement. A substitute lamb (or bullock) is offered and its blood sprinkled upon the mercy seat to atone for the sins of the nation (Leviticus 16:1-34). This foreshadows the offering of Christ at Calvary. Behold, the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world (John 1:29; Hebrews 9:28; 1 Peter 2:24).
Moses’ brazen serpent was a shadow, Christ lifted up at Calvary was the reality (Numbers 21:9; John 3:14,15). The blood of an animal on the altar was the shadow, the blood of Christ at Calvary was the reality. This has provided for us a new and living way (Hebrews 10:4,19,20).
SUBSTANCE OF THE PERFECT SUBSTITUTE

Matthew 1:21; 1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:5; Hebrews 7:16-28; 8:5-13; 9:9-28; 10:1-3,9-21; John 4:42
God sent Jesus to die for the sins of humanity (Matthew 1:21). He bore our sins on the cross (1 Peter 2:24; Isaiah 53:5). He was the perfect substitute without sin, without blemish, separate from sinners, higher than the heavens (Hebrews 7:22-28).
Satan could not convince Him of sin and Satan found nothing amiss in Christ’s quarters (John 14:30). He was the sinless Son of God, the perfect Lamb of God who took away the sins of the whole world. He is the Saviour not just of the Jews but the Saviour of the whole world (John 4:42).
Now that we have the substance, what need have we anymore of the shadow? Now that the reality is here, the image serves no further purpose. Now that the antitype has manifested, the type recedes into the distance. The Old Testament lamb was a shadow and the Day of Atonement were shadows of good things to come (Hebrews 9:9-11; 10:1-3,9-21).
The Day of Atonement has to the repeated every year and fresh animal sacrifices have to be offered. Christ offered Himself ONCE FOR ALL. No more need of further sacrifices. It is finished! (John 19:30; Hebrews 7:16-28; 8:5-13; 9:9-28).
There was no seat in the Holy of holies for the High Priest to seat on because his job was never done. But Christ has sat and is now resting because His work is completed. Redemption is accomplished and it is now being applied.
