MOSES: THE DECLARATION AND CHOICE OF FAITH II
Hebrews 11:24-28

Just as the patriarchs declared that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth but citizens of heaven, so also Moses declared that he was not a citizen of heaven but an Israelite indeed (Hebrews 11:13-16,24).

We need to unequivocally declare our identity and consequently make choices. There is a difference between the choice of faith and the choice of unbelief. Unbelief chooses by sight and travels the path of least resistance. Faith chooses according to God’s plan and goes all the way though the path leads uphill and a difficult terrain.

Even though Moses knew that Pharaoh is likely to pursue Israel with his army and try to bring them back into Egyptian slavery after the exodus, he still forsook Egypt not fearing the wrath of the king (Hebrews 11:27). Faith chooses and acts notwithstanding the disposition of man.

REFUSAL OF EGYPTIAN IDENTITY

Hebrews 11:24; Exodus 2:11-19; Ephesians 4:22-24; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 1 Kings 18:21; Colossians 3:1,2; 2:6; 1 John 2:6
“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter” (Hebrews 11:24).

Moses refused to identify with Egypt. He chose to identify with the people of God. He will not worship the idols of Egypt but the God of Israel. He will not participate in oppressing God’s people but rather labour towards their freedom. Moses stood contrary to everything that Egypt stood for. He defended Israel against Egypt (Exodus 2:11-15).
However when he ran away from Egypt into the wilderness of Midian, he was still dressed as an Egyptian for this was how Jethro’s daughters identified him (Exodus 2:16-19).

We need to refuse and reject Egyptian identity in all its shapes and forms. We need to reject the identity of the world, the sin and pleasures of the world, the clothes and the dressing of the world. We must put on the identity and dressing of the believer. If we have renounced the old man, we need to put on the new man which is renewed after God’s own image (Ephesians 4:22-24).

It is not sufficient to reject the world, we must identify with Christ. We refuse the world to embrace the WORD. We reject Satan to accept the Saviour. We forsake Belial to cling to Christ. We leave darkness for light. We break our bond with the devil in other to be yoked with Christ.

Have you renounced, refused and rejected Egyptian identity in all its shapes and forms? Have you embraced Christ in His totality?

RECKONING WITH THE ETERNAL AND INVISIBLE

Hebrews 11:27,23; Matthew 6:23,24; 1 Kings 18:21; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Deuteronomy 30:15,19.; Exodus 32:26
“By faith he forsook Egypt not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing Him who is invisible” (Hebrews 11:27).

True faith conquers the fear of man. It neither fears the wrath of the king nor is it afraid of the king’s commandment (Hebrews 11:27,23).

Moses evaluated his options and planned for the long term. He had eternity’s values in view. He endured all the suffering, reproach, shame, affliction because he could see the invisible with his eyes of faith.

Egypt and Heaven, man and God, the physical and the spiritual were what confronted Moses. The calls were clear. The decision had to be made. He couldn’t serve two masters. He had to choose one (Matthew 6:23,24). He could not halt between two opinions. He had to be in one camp (1 Kings 18:21; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18). He chose to be on the Lord’s side (Exodus 32:26).
It was a choice between the ephemeral and the eternal, between the temporal and the permanent, between allegiance to the visible Pharaoh and the invisible God (1 Samuel 8:5-9; 10:24), between serving a mortal man and the immortal God, between bowing down to the mighty king of an earthly empire and the Almighty King of both heaven and earth, between the visible, temporal rewards on earth and the invisible, eternal rewards in heaven, between the physical pleasures of sin and the spiritual satisfaction of faith. What a sharp contrast! Moses made the right choice. Will you? (Deuteronomy 30:15,19).
RECEPTION OF ESSENTIAL INSTRUCTION

Hebrews 11:28; Exodus 12:1-51; John 13:9,10; 2:5; Romans 15:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; Colossians 3:16;  
“Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood” (Hebrews 11:28).
In the journey of faith, we need essential instruction if we are not to make shipwreck of our faith. Moses received essential instructions for himself and the entire nation of Israel concerning the celebration of the Passover just before their exodus from Egypt. Except they kept to the details of the instruction, destruction would have been the outcome (Exodus 12:1-51):

(1) A lamb of the first year separated on the tenth day and sacrificed on the fourteenth day (Exodus 12:5,6)
(2) The blood was to be sprinkled on the lintel and the two side posts of the door alone (Exodus 12:7). No sprinkling of the roof, windows and walls of the house. It is sufficient that the lintel and doorposts be marked! (John 13:9,10).

(3) The blood was not to be sprinkled on the doorstep (Exodus 12:7,23). This is to avoid trampling on the blood. This is very symbolic and significant (Hebrews 10:29).

(4) No Egyptian was to partake of the Passover (Exodus 12:43-45)
(5) They were to eat it in haste in a ready position for traveling (Exodus 12:11)
(6) They were to abide in the house (Exodus 12:22,23)
We need essential instructions for the faith journey. Faith comes by hearing God’s word. We must allow God’s word to dwell richly in our hearts (Colossians 3:16). We must receive the word as God’s word and instruction to us (Romans 15:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; John 2:5).

RESCUE FROM EXCEEDING INJURY

Hebrews 11:28,31; Exodus 12:12,13,29,30; Genesis 19:1-27; Esther 8:7-17; Genesis 31:24,29; 2 Timothy 4:16-18
“lest he that destroyed the firstborn should touch them” (Hebrews 11:28).

At midnight, at God’s instruction, the angel of destruction began his work. The firstborn of both man and animals in every Egyptian house were slain. However in every Hebrew home having the mark of the blood, the angel passed over.

It was not sufficient just to be a Hebrew, the blood must be placed as specified. It was not sufficient to apply the blood as instructed, you must abide in the house. To be loitering around in the street is to meet destruction. To go on visitation when you ought to be abiding in the house is to die an untimely death.

Faith executes God’s instructions as given and therefore enjoys the promised blessings that surely will follow (Luke 11:28; Isaiah 1:19).

They kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, abode in the house and were rescued from danger and destruction. They were protected and passed over. Their faith averted a major disaster that struck the land.

