RAHAB: THE RISK OF FAITH
Hebrews 11:31
Faith is both radical and risky. For Rahab, the transformation was radical and significant – from a Jericho prostitute to an Israelite saint.

She had to abandon prostitution with all its wages of unrighteousness and settle for whatever decent income she could earn in righteous occupation in Israel. Better is little with righteousness than great revenues without right (Proverbs 16:8).

Better is little with peace than great treasures and trouble therewith (Proverbs 15:16,17). To stay in Jericho earning big money is to be moving towards destruction. To throw in your lot with God’s people is to enjoy life eternal. Rahab chose the latter.

She abandoned Jericho’s crumbling empire, leaking and sinking ship to join forces with the redeemed. For her, it was going to be anew way of life, a new lifestyle, a new environment, adjusting to a new set of people, a new culture, a new beginning. To abandon the known and certain for the unknown and uncertain requires faith (Hebrews 11:8-10; Genesis 12:1-4). It is essentially taking a risk. Rahab was prepared to take this risk and it was a risk that eventually paid big for her.

PEACEFUL RECEPTION OF GOD’S MESSENGERS

Hebrews 11:31; 13:1,2; Joshua 2:1-7; Genesis 18:1-14; 19:1-27; Judges 13:15-23; 3 John 5-8; 1 Peter 4:9.
“By faith the harlot Rahab … when she had received the spies with peace” (Hebrews 11:31).
Joshua commissioned two spies to go and view the land especially Jericho (Joshua 2:1). He learnt from the mistakes of Moses. Too many hands spoil the soup. The bigger the committee, the more inefficient it will be. Joshua also received the report of the spies privately rather than allow them to address the congregation publicly as a case of damage limitation (Joshua 2:23,24; Numbers 13:1-33; 14:1-10).
The spies got to Jericho and lodged in the house of Rahab the harlot. News got to the king of Jericho that spies have entered the city and were in Rahab’s house. Rahab acknowledged it to be true but said the men have already left. She told a lie. This has troubled many people over the years. Is it any surprising that a sinner is sinning? Rahab in her yet unsaved state cannot be expected to do any better (Joshua 2:2-7).
The whole of Jericho were all out against Israel but Rahab was different. They were in a hunt for the spies to destroy them but Rahab was bent on protecting them. She did the best she could under the given circumstances. She hid them in her house.

Rahab’s testimony showed that she believed God’s verdict and plan – Jericho must fall, Israel must possess the land of Canaan. The others also knew but they refused to believe God’s verdict. They were ready to fight to the last. Fear has gripped everybody in Jericho yet they refused to surrender (Joshua 2:8,9).

Rahab recounted Israel’s past victory at the Red Sea and the recent victory on the Eastern side of Jordan. The victories have sent shudders down the spine of everyone in Jericho. Rahab however believed that Israel’s God is God of heaven and earth (Joshua 2:10,11).
We should be careful how we receive strangers for some have entertained angels unawares (Genesis 18:1-14; 19:1-27; Judges 13:15-23; Hebrews 13:1,2).
PASSIONATE REQUEST FOR GOD’S MERCY

Joshua 2:12-14; Isaiah 55:6,7; Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9-13; Luke 18:13; 23:42,43; Psalm 51:1-4.
Rahab was not ready to stay any longer aboard the leaking and sinking ship that is Jericho. She was ready to throw in her lot with the redeemed.

She begged for God’s mercy. She asked the spies for kindness as she has also shown kindness to them. She wanted salvation for herself and her entire family (Joshua 2:12,13).

The spies gave her assurance that if she cooperates with them to the end, they will deal kindly and truly with her and her entire household (Joshua 2:14,20).

However, they gave two conditions: she must bind a line of scarlet thread in the particular window through which she lets them down. This is the token of redemption (Joshua 2:12,18). Then all of them must abide in the house (Joshua 2:18,19).

To betray the spies is to forfeit all the benefits (Joshua 2:20). Not to bind the scarlet thread or to go out of the house is to perish (Joshua 2:17-19).

Rahab wholeheartedly accepted the given conditions (Joshua 2:21). She immediately bound the scarlet thread in the window (Joshua 2:21). She could forget if she didn’t do it right there and then. Don’t delay duties. It may be perilous. How many there are who want to be saved but will not accept God’s conditions of salvation! They are not prompt to implement God’s instructions. Such people usually perish.
Unless we are ready to wholeheartedly accept God’s conditions and promptly obey, we cannot enjoy God’s mercy (Isaiah 55:6,7; Proverbs 28:13; 1 John 1:9; Romans 10:9-13; Luke 18:13).

PRACTICAL ORIENTATION OF GOD’S MESSENGERS

Joshua 2:7-24; Proverbs 11:14; 21:31; 24:6; 20:18; Numbers 10:31; Matthew 10:16; Titus 1:12; Acts17:28.
After the pursuers have gone to search for the spies, Rahab then instructed them as to how to travel safe without being captured by the pursuers (Joshua 2:7-24).
She let them down by a cord through the window so that they can escape (Joshua 2:15). However she told them to hide in the MOUNTAIN for THREE days until the pursuers return to Jericho. After three days, they can go their way without danger (Joshua 2:16).

They did exactly as Rahab instructed them and were safe (Joshua 2:22). After three days, they descended from the mountain to go back to the camp of Israel (Joshua 2:23,24).

If these spies manifested a holier-than-thou attitude, they could have ignored Rahab’s advice as the advice of a prostitute and that to their own peril. Rahab knew Jericho and its ways more than them. She knew what Jericho will do in the given circumstances. Her advice was to the point. It is good to listen to the advice of veterans, those who know the country more than us (Proverbs 11:14; 21:31; 24:6; 20:18; Numbers 10:31).
God has given us instructions in His word for safe travel along this pilgrim journey. Are you complying with them?

PERMANENT RESCUE AND GRACIOUS MEMBERSHIP

Hebrews 11:31; Joshua 2:18,21; 6:17,22,23; Exodus 12:7,13,22,23; Acts 26:17,18; 20:32; Ephesians 2:11-22; 1:11,13,14; Colossians 1:12-14; 3:24.
“By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not” (Hebrews 11:31).
Israel later took over Jericho after the walls fell down flat. The spies were true to their word, Rahab and her entire family were rescued (Joshua 6:17,22,23).

However, they fulfilled the two given conditions:

(1) The scarlet thread was bound to the window through which the spies were let down (Joshua 2:18,21). Compare this with the blood of the Passover lamb upon the lintel and two side posts of the entrance door (not just any door) (Exodus 12:7,13,23).

(2) Rahab;s entire family were all in the house (Joshua 6:17,22,23). Compare this with abiding in the house of all the Israelites at the time of the Passover (Exodus 12:22).

Rahab;s faith in the living God brought salvation to her and her entire family. They escaped the physical destruction of Jericho as well as the eternal peril of sinners. They were graciously accepted into Israel and became part of God’s family. By grace they became part of the physical nation of Israel and part of the spiritual family of God. No longer aliens but fellow citizens and no longer strangers to the covenants of promise (Ephesians 2:11-22).
Faith saves the vilest of sinners and gives them an inheritance among the saints (Acts 26:17,18; 20:32; Ephesians 1:11,13,14; Colossians 1:12-14; 3:24). The risk of faith is a risk well worth the taking.
