MANAGING LIFE’S CRISES II

1 Samuel 30:1-31

The difference between the defeated and the victorious does not lie in the victorious encountering lesser problems but hinges on how such handles the difficulties and crises of life. In fact one such person remarked that if you want to succeed, you should double your failure rate.

Ability to manage life’s crises is an essential quality in life’s journey if the end is to be successful and fulfilling. Problems are ALWAYS part of life. Crises will come whether we invite them or not. Praying that problems will never come across us is a waste of time. Tests are the stuff of which testimonies are made. Possibilities come wrapped in the shape of problems. There can be no Easter Sunday and the resurrection if Good Friday and death have not come knocking the door.

God knew that we will pass through the waters, rivers, fire but He has assured us a victorious outcome (Isaiah 43:2). Notice that He didn’t say “IF thou passest through” but “WHEN thou passest through”.

Prepare today for life’s rough and turbulent times. Get equipped to confront the difficult times without being destroyed.

OUTCOME OF CONQUEST 1 Samuel 30:16-20

Joshua 2:12-21; Judges 8:5; 7:13-15; John 10:10; Obadiah 17; Joel 2:18-29; 1 Kings 8:56; Psalm 111:7; Ezekiel 12:25; Matthew 5:18; Luke 21:33; 10:19; Numbers 14:8,9; Romans 16:20.

The Egyptian requested that David preserves his life in exchange for giving information that will lead to the routing of the enemy (1 Samuel 30:15). This is similar to Rahab’s request of the spies sent to view Jericho (Joshua 2:12-21).

Following David’s promise to preserve the Egyptian’s life, he brought them to the base or camp of the enemy. They were indulging themselves in pleasure and celebrating the recent exploits when David and his men got to their camp. Immediately they started to smite the enemy. Though they were exhausted and weary from the recent battle and pursuit, the hope of recovering their families and properties gave them new life and strength. They were like Gideon’s men “faint yet pursuing” (Judges 8:5).

The fighting lasted about a full day, from the evening of one day to the evening of the next day (1 Samuel 30:17). The result was total destruction of the enemy except for 400 youngsters who escaped on camel back.

The glorious result of the battle and the outcome of the conquest is briefly but succinctly summarised in the phrase “And David recovered ALL that the Amalekites carried away…” (1 Samuel 30:18).

Has the enemy stolen your property, job, mind, family, peace, etc.? The enemy is always a thief. However by God’s grace, you will recover all (John 10:10; Obadiah 17; Joel 1:4; 2:18-29).

God had promised that David will surely recover ALL and he did. God’s word is indeed sure (1 Samuel 30:8,18,19; 1 Kings 8:56; Psalm 111:7; Ezekiel 12:25; Matthew 5:18; Luke 21:33).

OBJECTIONS OF THE CALLOUS 1 Samuel 30:21-25

Proverbs 11:26; Isaiah 5:8; Ezekiel 34:18; Matthew 25:43; Philippians 2:21; James 2:16; 1 John 3:16-18; 1 Samuel 25:11; 2 Kings 7:8-10.

Following the victory, David’s team of 400 came back with all the families and properties as well as spoils of war to meet the remaining 200 that were too weak to assist in the pursuit of the enemy (1 Samuel 30:21).

David still greeted these men with affection. He didn’t treat them as if they were lazy drones. He knew they were just tired and weary fighters who needed encouragement and renewal (1 Samuel 30:21).

David’s team second-guessed his move. They perceived that the way David greeted these men, he will extend his generosity to them. To pre-empt such an occurrence, they vehemently objected to sharing the spoils of war with those that remained behind. They were only qualified to receive back their families (1 Samuel 30:22).

However David rejected such callousness and declared that the sharing of the spoils of war was to be on an equal basis. If the Lord had not given them the spoils of war, could they have had anything at all? If the Lord didn’t preserve their lives, would they not be lying in the grave cold and silent by now? If God had not given them a resounding victory, would they have had anything to celebrate? This is how David’s counsel and affirmation were turned into national statute and ordinance (1 Samuel 30:23-25).

Selfishness is bad and is ALWAYS cursed by God (Proverbs 11:26; Isaiah 5:8; Ezekiel 34:18; Matthew 25:43; Philippians 2:21; James 2:16; 1 John 3:16-18; 1 Samuel 25:11; 2 Kings 7:8-10).

The callousness of the men was an index of the nature of their hearts. They were called wicked men, sons of Belial (1 Samuel 30:22).

OPEN-HANDEDNESS AND CHARITY 1 Samuel 30:26-31

Proverbs 11:24; 22:9; 28:27; 21:13; Ecclesiastes 5:13; Isaiah 58:7,10; Acts 20:35; 1 Timothy 6:18; Hebrews 13:16; Galatians 6:10; Romans 12:13.

David did not just compel others to be charitable, he was charitable himself. Of the spoils of war, David sent presents to the elders of Judah and to his friends. It was a nation-wide present spree. He sent to many people in many cities.

Open-handedness comes from a heart touched by the grace of God. Never allow the crises of life to stifle your bowels of compassion. Be kind and generous. Be like God Himself.

Open-handedness and charity will rebuild broken homes, crumbling nations, communities that are torn by animosity and hampered by stinginess. Open your heart, open your hands, and open your home. Many lives will be enriched in the process.

Open-handedness is the pathway to divine prosperity (Proverbs 11:24; 22:9; Isaiah 58:7,10; Acts 20:35; 1 Timothy 6:18; Hebrews 13:16; Galatians 6:10; Romans 12:13). It opens the doorway to divine compassion towards us (Proverbs 28:27; 21:13). Stinginess is the road to poverty (Ecclesiastes 5:13).

